THE    DUKE    OF     WINDSOR
family into Frogmore, a quiet, unassuming house in the Park,
set in an English water-colour scene of ponds and lawns, daffo-
dils and singing birds.
English boys of twelve years are not very different in their
aims and dreams. At the age when the warpath of the Red
Indians and the hazards of capture by cannibals fire the average
imagination, most boys are happily free from introspection and
they have a good appetite for mischief. Prince Albert was more
prone to adventure and pranks than his elder brother. Prince
"David" was shy, and this shyness stayed with him until the
1914-1918 war came, to wear it away. His life was simple and
his education was hard. His father was heir to the Prince Con-
sort's stern sense of duty, and he believed in the thoroughness
of tutors and the cautionary air of the schoolroom.
Prince "David" had a friend and champion in the new King.
When he was very young he had been taken in great awe to
see his great-grandmother at Windsor. Queen Victoria had
been a matriarch in whose presence children spoke in whispers
and walked on their toes. Now that King Edward ruled in the
Castle, everything was different. His mother's apathetic after-
noon teas gave place to gay evening parties. Sir Sidney Lee
tells us that "the best and most interesting personalities in the
country were to be found at the Court of King Edward VII,
whatever their birth and upbringing." The King had not lost
his love of pleasure in gaining his crown; and Prince "David,"
as he grew older, turned to his grandfather with the strange
and secure confidence which so often exists between children
and their grandparents. King Edward had also been the object
of a rigorous educational scheme and he knew all the perils of
authority and the pain of censorship. One day, at Sandring-
ham, when King Edward arrived, his grandson rushed out,
past his parents and the servants. He kissed his grandfather's
hand and then kissed him again and again on the cheek. The
King was his escape from the discipline which was maintained
at home.
When Prince "David" was ten years old his grandfather gave
a party for him at Buckingham Palace. The Prince received

